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PA[cing] Through Medicine
BACKGROUND

Hailing from Oahu, Hawaii, Devin Tanaka is a graduate of
James B. Castle High School in 2008 and attended the
University of Hawaii at Hilo for his undergraduate and
postgraduate degrees in Psychology and Biology, respectively.
Since 2007, he has been a competitor or volunteer for HOSAFuture Health Professionals. Although he loves the medical
field, he also loves coffee, the coffee industry, and serving
customers.
Devin has displayed through his life how not all journeys,
especially into healthcare, are linear. He is currently a PA
student at Hawaii’s first PA program in Kona, University of
Washington MEDEX Physician Assistant (PA) program. To be
accepted into his inaugural class, Devin has prepared for his
next role in healthcare by shadowing, volunteering, working as
a Health Science tutor, a phlebotomist, an EMT, a CPR
instructor, a Lab Tech, an ED Tech, and a Barista for
Starbucks. In fact, most of these positions he held
concurrently, sleeping in his car in between shifts or picking up
shifts just to get that extra hands-on clinical experience.

Devin Tanaka

WORDS OF WISDOM

Respect everyone. Everyone you meet has a
different path they were on that somehow led up
to your meeting. They have knowledge and
experience that you may not have. However, if
you don’t respect or acknowledge anyone you
meet, you will not be able to learn from them and
take what they have to offer. Being humble is the
best way to show your respect towards others.
·
Don’t give up. It took me eight years to finally be
accepted into PA school. Many people told me I
should quit because I could have been a doctor
by now. However, if there is something you really
want to do, don’t be easily discouraged. Always
find ways to improve yourself to better your
chances in whatever you pursue.
·
Embrace the process. During the eight years it
took me to get into PA school, I experienced
much success and many failures. However, each
success and failure has taught me a lesson either
about the medical field or myself. This long
process with various careers has increased my
knowledge and experience in medicine. It has
also pushed me to my limits physically and
emotionally. It has prepared me for PA school
and the PA career.”

THE JOURNEY

From 2007-2010, Devin was a Secondary and Postsecondary/
Collegiate competitor in Medical Math and Human Growth and
Development. After realizing Medical Math wasn’t the best fit
for him, Devin stuck with Human Growth and Development
and where he placed at the state and international level for
multiple years. Devin credits the Human Growth and
Development Knowledge Test for his eventual degree majors
because it involved Psychology and Biology throughout the
lifespan. He majored in Psychology earning a Bachelor of Art
in Psychology in 2012 and returned to school later to earn a
Bachelor of Art in Biology in 2016.
Devin’s journey into PA school was not a linear process and
he has applied to PA school three times, each time learning
new lesson and skills to take with him to the next cycle.
Before his first application, Devin gained clinical experience
working as a phlebotomist and shadowing a neurologist. Devin
submitted his application for the 2014-2015 cycle and he
applied to 5 schools, interviewing at one. Although he did not
get in, he took the next year to earn his Biology degree and
worked as a Health Science tutor for his high school. As Devin
applied for the 2016-2017 PA cycle, he also applied to EMT
school. He applied to 5 PA schools again, got waitlisted at
one, but was accepted to EMT school in Summer of 2017!
Devin began his work as an EMT for City and
County of Honolulu EMS and American Medical
Response (AMR) in March 2018, while also
working as a barista and a CPR Instructor. In late
2018, Devin solely worked as an EMT for AMR,
picked up a position as an Emergency
Department Technician at two hospitals, and still
remained as a barista and CPR Instructor.
In his application for the 2019-2020 PA cycle,
Devin applied to 20 schools and was interviewed
at 4. His plan B was to apply to paramedic school
while continuing to shadow, volunteer, and work.
He was ultimately selected to join the inaugural
class at the University of Washington’s MEDEX
PA Program in Kona, Hawaii. His program began
in June 2020.

CURRENTLY....

Devin is working on solutions to improve the healthcare
provider shortage in Hawaii and there are less than 300
PAs across the islands. Entering the PA program was the
first step and he believes that becoming an advanced
practitioner in Hawaii will definitely help, however there are
other issues that need to be addressed such as healthcare
in rural areas and underserved communities. A PA’s lateral
mobility, lifestyle and the ability to consistently work in a
team-based environment were all characteristics that
matched Devin’s goals.

Watch the Opening Days at MEDEX Kona Campus.

He also wants to bring awareness of various health
occupations to high school and college students. Most
students attend school thinking that the only medical
professionals are nurses and doctors. However, there are
so many other careers in medicine that go unseen and
unrecognized, and he wants to share an option that may be
appealing to students if they want to be in the medical field.

